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1 About the authors 

ChatGPT is a seasoned security professional with over a decade of experience in the industry. With a 

background in computer science and a passion for understanding and mitigating cybersecurity threats, 

ChatGPT has worked with a variety of organizations to help protect their systems and data. 

In "Malware Analysis 101," ChatGPT brings together their extensive knowledge and expertise to provide 

a comprehensive introduction to the field of malware analysis. Covering the basics of malware behavior 

and analysis techniques, as well as more advanced concepts and tools, this book is an invaluable 

resource for anyone looking to gain a deeper understanding of this important topic. 

When not writing or working in cybersecurity, ChatGPT enjoys staying up-to-date on the latest threats 

and technologies, as well as spending time with their family and pursuing outdoor activities." 

 

2 Introduction 

Welcome to "Basic Malware Analysis Steps with ChatGPT"! In this book, you will learn the essential steps 

for conducting a basic malware analysis. 

Whether you are a beginner in the field of cybersecurity, or an experienced professional looking to 

improve your malware analysis skills, this book is for you. We will cover the basic steps for analyzing 

malware, including setting up a safe and isolated environment and examining the malware's behavior. 

By the end of this book, you will have a strong foundation in the basics of malware analysis and be well-

equipped to tackle more advanced challenges. 

So let's dive in and learn the essential steps for conducting a basic malware analysis with ChatGPT! 

 

3 What is malware? 

Malware is short for "malicious software," and refers to any software that is designed to harm or exploit 

computer systems. There are many different types of malware, including: 

1. Viruses: A virus is a type of malware that is designed to replicate itself and spread from one 

computer to another. It does this by attaching itself to other programs or files and spreading 

itself when those programs or files are run or opened. 
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2. Worms: A worm is a type of malware that is designed to replicate itself and spread from one 

computer to another over a network. It does this by exploiting vulnerabilities in the network or 

in the operating system of the target computers. 

3. Trojans: A Trojan is a type of malware that is disguised as legitimate software, but which actually 

contains malicious code. When the Trojan is installed or run, it can perform a variety of harmful 

actions, such as installing other malware, stealing sensitive data, or taking control of the 

computer. 

4. Ransomware: Ransomware is a type of malware that encrypts the files on a victim's computer 

and demands payment in exchange for the decryption key. 

5. Adware: Adware is a type of malware that displays unwanted advertisements on a victim's 

computer. 

Malware can be spread through a variety of means, including email attachments, downloads from the 

internet, or by exploiting vulnerabilities in software or operating systems. It is important to use antivirus 

software and practice safe computing habits in order to protect against malware infections. 

 

4 What is malware analysis? 

Malware analysis is the process of studying and examining malicious software, such as viruses, worms, 

or trojans, in order to understand how it works and what it is trying to do. This can involve reverse 

engineering the code to understand its behavior, analyzing the behavior of the malware when it is run, 

and identifying any potential vulnerabilities or weaknesses that can be exploited. Malware analysis is an 

important tool for cybersecurity professionals, as it helps them to understand the threats they are facing 

and to develop effective countermeasures. 

 

5 Malware Analysis Steps 

Malware analysis is the process of examining a malware sample in order to understand its behavior and 

capabilities. There are many different approaches to malware analysis, and the specific steps will 

depend on the goals and resources of the analysis. Here is a general outline of the process: 

1. Obtain a copy of the malware: The first step in malware analysis is to obtain a copy of the 

malware sample that you want to analyze. This can typically be done by downloading the 

malware from a reputable source, such as a malware repository or a trusted cybersecurity 

website. 

2. Verify the authenticity and integrity of the sample: It is important to ensure that the sample that 

you are analyzing is authentic and has not been modified in any way. This can be done by 

calculating the hash value of the sample and comparing it to known good values, or by verifying 

the sample's digital signature if it has one. 
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3. Prepare the analysis environment: In order to safely and effectively analyze the malware, it is 

important to prepare an appropriate analysis environment. This may involve setting up a 

sandbox or a virtual machine, or configuring other tools and resources that will be needed for 

the analysis. 

4. Perform static analysis: Static analysis involves examining the code and other aspects of the 

malware without actually executing it. This can be done using tools such as a disassembler or a 

decompiler, and can provide valuable information about the malware's behavior and 

capabilities. 

5. Perform dynamic analysis: Dynamic analysis involves running the malware in a controlled 

environment and observing its behavior as it executes. This can be done using tools such as a 

debugger or a sandbox, and can provide additional insight into the malware's behavior and 

capabilities. 

6. Analyze the results: Once the analysis is complete, the next step is to analyze the results and 

draw conclusions about 

 

 

6 Malware Analysis Environment 

Preparation 

Preparation of the analysis environment is an important step in malware analysis, as it allows you to 

safely and effectively analyze the malware without exposing your host system to risk. Here are some 

common steps that are involved in preparing a malware analysis environment: 

1. Choose an operating system: The first step in preparing the analysis environment is to choose an 

operating system that will be used for the analysis. It is generally best to choose an operating 

system that is different from the one that is used on the host system, in order to minimize the 

risk of contamination. 

2. Install the analysis tools: Next, you will need to install the tools that you will use for the analysis. 

This may include a disassembler, a decompiler, a debugger, or other specialized tools. It is 

generally best to install these tools in a separate directory from the rest of the operating system, 

in order to minimize the risk of contamination. 

3. Configure the analysis environment: After the tools have been installed, you will need to 

configure the analysis environment. This may involve setting up a sandbox or a virtual machine, 

or configuring other tools and resources that will be needed for the analysis. 

4. Obtain a copy of the malware: The next step is to obtain a copy of the malware sample that you 

want to analyze. This can typically be done by downloading the malware from a reputable 

source, such as a malware repository or a trusted cybersecurity website. 

5. Verify the authenticity and integrity of the sample: It is important to ensure that the sample that 

you are analyzing is authentic and has not been modified in any way. This can be done by 

calculating the hash value of the sample and comparing it to known good values, or by verifying 

the sample's digital signature if it has one. 
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Once the analysis environment has been prepared and the malware sample has been obtained and 

verified, you are ready to begin the analysis process. 

 

7 Static Analysis 

Basic static analysis is a type of malware analysis that involves examining the code and other aspects of 

a malware sample without actually executing it. This can be useful for gaining an initial understanding of 

the malware and identifying any obvious indicators of malicious behavior. 

Basic static analysis is just one aspect of malware analysis, and it is often necessary to combine it with 

other techniques, such as dynamic analysis or network analysis, in order to fully understand the 

behavior and capabilities of a malware sample. 

7.1 File Type 
 

In malware analysis, the file type of a sample is an important factor to consider, as different types of 

files may have different characteristics and behaviors. Some common file types that are often 

encountered in malware analysis include: 

1. Executable files: Executable files are programs that can be run on a computer. They are typically 

associated with specific file extensions, such as ".exe" on Windows systems or ".app" on macOS 

systems. Malware often takes the form of an executable file, as it allows the malware to be 

easily run on a target system. 

2. Script files: Script files are text files that contain instructions for a script interpreter to execute. 

They are often used to automate tasks or to perform actions on a computer. Malware can 

sometimes be delivered as a script file, such as a Bash or PowerShell script. 

3. Document files: Document files are files that contain text, images, or other data and are typically 

associated with productivity software, such as word processors or spreadsheet programs. 

Malware can be delivered as a document file, such as a Microsoft Word or Excel file, that 

contains malicious macros or other code. 

4. Archive files: Archive files are container files that can hold multiple files and directories in a 

compressed format. They are often used to distribute software or other large collections of files. 

Malware can be delivered as an archive file, such as a .zip or .rar file, which can contain 

malicious executables or scripts. 

It is important to accurately identify the file type of a malware sample in order to understand its 

capabilities and behavior, and to determine the best way to analyze it. This can be done by examining 

the file extension, checking the file properties, or using specialized tools to identify the file type. 

 

There are several ways to check the file type of a file: 
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1. Check the file extension: The file extension is the part of the file name that comes after the 

period, and it usually indicates the type of file. For example, a file with the ".txt" extension is a 

text file, while a file with the ".docx" extension is a Microsoft Word document. 

2. Use the file command: On Unix-like systems (such as Linux or macOS), you can use the "file" 

command to check the file type. For example, you can run the command "file myfile.txt" to 

check the file type of a file named "myfile.txt". 

3. Check the file properties: On Windows, you can right-click on the file and select "Properties" to 

view the file type and other information about the file. 

4. Use an online tool: There are also online tools that can identify the file type based on the 

contents of the file. One such tool is the File Identifier tool offered by the National Institute of 

Standards and Technology (NIST). 

It is important to note that file extensions can be easily changed or altered, so relying on the file 

extension alone may not always be sufficient to accurately determine the file type. In these cases, using 

other methods, such as checking the file properties or using a specialized tool, may be necessary. 

 

7.2 Strings 
 

String analysis is a technique that is commonly used in malware analysis to identify keywords or phrases 

that may be relevant to the analysis. Strings are sequences of characters, such as words or phrases, that 

are stored in a computer program. In malware analysis, strings can reveal important information about 

the behavior and capabilities of the malware. 

It is important to note that extracting strings from malware is just one step in the process of malware 

analysis. In order to fully understand the behavior and capabilities of the malware, it is often necessary 

to go beyond just the strings and examine other aspects of the code and behavior as well. 

Using a string extraction tool is typically a straightforward process, but the specific steps will depend on 

the tool that you are using. Here is a general outline of the process: 

1. Download and install the string extraction tool: The first step is to download and install the string 

extraction tool that you want to use. Some popular options include BinText, Strings, and BinWalk. 

2. Obtain a copy of the malware: In order to extract strings from malware, you will need to obtain a 

copy of the malware itself. This can typically be done by downloading the malware from a reputable 

source, such as a malware repository or a trusted cybersecurity website. 

3. Run the string extraction tool: Once you have the malware and the string extraction tool, you can 

run the tool to extract the strings. This is typically done by specifying the malware file as the input to 

the tool and specifying the output location for the extracted strings. 

4. Review the extracted strings: The string extraction tool will generate a list of all of the strings that it 

has found in the malware. You can review this list to identify any strings that may be of interest or 

relevance to your analysis. 

 

Here are some examples of strings that have been used by malware: 
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1. "cmd.exe" - This string is often used by malware to execute command prompt commands, which 

can be used to perform malicious actions on the infected system. 

2. "regedit.exe" - This string is often used to launch the Registry Editor, which is a tool used to 

modify the Windows operating system's registry. Malware may use this to make changes to the 

registry that allow it to persist or evade detection. 

3. "netstat -an" - This string is used to display active TCP connections and the addresses and ports 

they are using. Malware may use this to identify open ports on the infected system and 

potentially connect to them. 

4. "netsh firewall add rule name=BlockAll dir=out action=block" - This string is used to add a rule to 

the Windows firewall that blocks all outbound traffic. Malware may use this to prevent the 

infected system from communicating with other systems or from sending out any potentially 

malicious traffic. 

5. "echo off" - This string is used to turn off the display of command prompts in the console 

window. Malware may use this to conceal its actions from the user. 

It's important to note that these are just a few examples and that malware can use a wide variety of 

strings for different purposes. 

 

7.3 File Hash  
 

In malware analysis, a file hash is a unique numerical value that is calculated based on the contents of a 

file. File hashes are often used as a way to identify and track specific files, particularly in the context of 

malware analysis. 

There are several different types of file hashes that can be used, including: 

1. MD5: MD5 (Message Digest 5) is a widely-used hashing algorithm that produces a 128-bit hash 

value. 

2. SHA-1: SHA-1 (Secure Hash Algorithm 1) is another popular hashing algorithm that produces a 

160-bit hash value. 

3. SHA-2: SHA-2 is a family of hashing algorithms that includes SHA-256, SHA-384, and SHA-512. 

These algorithms produce hash values of 256 bits, 384 bits, and 512 bits, respectively. 

4. SHA-3: SHA-3 is a newer generation of hashing algorithms that includes SHA3-256, SHA3-384, 

and SHA3-512. These algorithms produce hash values of 256 bits, 384 bits, and 512 bits, 

respectively. 

In malware analysis, file hashes can be used to identify specific malware samples and to track the 

distribution and spread of malware. For example, if a malware sample is found to have a specific hash 

value, it can be quickly determined whether the sample has been seen before and whether it is related 

to any other known malware samples. 

File hashes can also be used to verify the integrity of a file. If the contents of a file are modified in any 

way, the hash value for the file will change, indicating that the file has been altered. This can be useful 

for detecting tampering or other malicious activity. 
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7.4 File Resource 
 

File resources can be an important part of malware analysis, as many malicious programs rely on 

external files or resources in order to function properly. Here are some ways that file resources can be 

used in malware analysis: 

1. File metadata: Analyzing the metadata of a file, such as its creation date, size, and any other 

available information, can help analysts understand more about the file and how it was created. 

2. File dependencies: Malware may rely on other files or resources in order to function properly. 

Analyzing the dependencies of a malware sample can help identify any additional files or 

resources that may be associated with the malware. 

3. File strings: Examining the strings within a file, particularly those that are human-readable, can 

provide insight into the purpose and behavior of the malware. This can include identifying hard-

coded URLs or IP addresses that the malware may communicate with, or clues about the 

intended target or payload of the malware. 

4. File structure: Analyzing the structure of a file, such as its header and footer, can provide 

information about the file's format and how it was constructed. This can be useful for identifying 

known malware families or for understanding how the file operates. 

By analyzing file resources, analysts can gain a better understanding of how malware functions and what 

it is trying to accomplish. 

 

7.5 DLL Imports 
 

Dynamic Link Library (DLL) imports can be an important aspect of malware analysis, as many malicious 

programs rely on DLLs in order to function properly. DLLs are libraries of code that can be called upon by 

other programs to perform specific tasks. When a program needs to use a DLL, it imports the necessary 

functions and calls them as needed. 

1. Analyzing DLL imports can help analysts understand more about the functionality and behavior 

of a malware sample. Here are some ways that DLL imports can be used in malware analysis: 

2. Identifying functionality: Examining the DLLs that a malware sample imports can give analysts an 

idea of the functions that the sample is using. For example, if a sample imports a DLL related to 

networking, this may suggest that the sample is attempting to communicate over the network. 

3. Identifying external dependencies: Malware may rely on external DLLs in order to function 

properly. Analyzing DLL imports can help identify any external dependencies that the malware 

may have. 

4. Reverse engineering: By examining the functions imported from a DLL, analysts can gain a better 

understanding of how the malware is using those functions and what it is attempting to 

accomplish. This can be useful for reverse engineering the malware and understanding its 

behavior. 
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5. Identifying known malware: Comparing the DLL imports of a sample to a database of known 

malware can help analysts identify if the sample belongs to a known malware family. 

DLL imports can provide valuable insights into the behavior and functionality of a malware sample, and 

can be an important part of the analysis process. 

Malware can use a wide variety of dynamic link libraries (DLLs) in order to perform its actions on a 

Windows system. Some common DLLs that have been used by malware include: 

1. kernel32.dll - This DLL contains functions for interacting with the Windows kernel and is often 

used by malware to perform actions such as memory allocation and process creation. 

2. advapi32.dll - This DLL contains functions for interacting with the Windows security system and 

is often used by malware to perform actions such as creating new users or changing user 

permissions. 

3. user32.dll - This DLL contains functions for interacting with the Windows user interface and is 

often used by malware to perform actions such as creating new windows or displaying messages 

to the user. 

4. shell32.dll - This DLL contains functions for interacting with the Windows shell and is often used 

by malware to perform actions such as creating new shortcuts or modifying the start menu. 

5. ws2_32.dll - This DLL contains functions for interacting with the Windows networking system 

and is often used by malware to perform actions such as establishing network connections or 

sending network traffic. 

It's important to note that these are just a few examples and that malware can use a wide variety of 

DLLs for different purposes. Additionally, malware may also use legitimate DLLs in order to avoid 

detection. 

 

7.6 Sandbox 
 

A sandbox is a controlled environment in which software can be run and tested without affecting the 

host system. Sandboxes are commonly used in malware analysis as a way to safely execute and observe 

the behavior of malware samples. 

There are several types of sandboxes that can be used for malware analysis, including: 

1. Hardware sandboxes: A hardware sandbox is a physical device that is used to run and analyze 

malware. The device is isolated from the rest of the network and is used to run the malware in a 

controlled environment. 

2. Virtual machine sandboxes: A virtual machine sandbox is a virtual environment that is created 

using software, such as VMware or VirtualBox. The virtual machine acts as a separate, isolated 

operating system that can be used to run and analyze malware. 

3. Cloud-based sandboxes: Cloud-based sandboxes are virtual environments that are hosted in the 

cloud and can be accessed remotely. They offer the benefits of virtual machine sandboxes, but 

can be more scalable and easier to set up and maintain. 
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Sandboxes are useful for malware analysis because they allow analysts to observe the behavior of the 

malware without exposing the host system to risk. This can be particularly useful for analyzing malware 

that is designed to exploit vulnerabilities or to propagate itself over a network. Sandboxes can also be 

used to test the effectiveness of security measures and to develop countermeasures against malware. 

 

7.7 PE Headers 
 

PE (Portable Executable) headers are a set of data structures that are used in the Windows operating 

system to store information about a program or library. The PE headers are found at the beginning of a 

PE file, which is a file that contains executable code or data in the form of a portable executable (PE) 

image. 

PE headers are used to store a variety of information about the file, including: 

1. The type of the file (e.g., an executable, a dynamic-link library, etc.) 

2. The architecture of the file (e.g., x86, x64, etc.) 

3. The entry point of the file (i.e., the starting address of the code that is executed when the file is 

run) 

4. The size and location of various data sections within the file (e.g., the code section, the data 

section, the import table, etc.) 

5. The dependencies of the file (i.e., the other files that the file needs in order to run) 

6. The version information of the file (e.g., the product name, the company name, etc.) 

In malware analysis, examining the PE headers of a file can provide valuable information about the file 

and its behavior. For example, the PE headers can reveal the architecture of the file, which can be useful 

for identifying whether the file is compatible with a given system. The PE headers can also reveal the 

dependencies of the file, which can be useful for understanding the file's behavior and identifying any 

potential vulnerabilities that the file may exploit. 

 

7.8 Timestamp  
 

In malware analysis, the timestamp of a file is the date and time that the file was created or modified. 

Timestamps can be an important factor to consider when analyzing malware, as they can provide clues 

about the history and evolution of the malware. 

There are several ways to view the timestamp of a file: 

1. File properties: On Windows, you can right-click on a file and select "Properties" to view the 

file's timestamp and other information. The timestamp will be displayed under the "Date 

modified" or "Date created" fields. 
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2. Command line tools: On Unix-like systems (such as Linux or macOS), you can use command line 

tools such as "ls" or "stat" to view the timestamp of a file. For example, you can run the 

command "ls -l myfile.txt" to view the timestamp of a file named "myfile.txt". 

3. Specialized tools: There are also specialized tools that can be used to view the timestamp of a 

file, such as the "strings" tool or the "binwalk" tool. These tools can extract the timestamp and 

other information from the file and display it in a human-readable form. 

In malware analysis, examining the timestamp of a file can help to identify when the file was created or 

modified, which can be useful for understanding the evolution of the malware and for tracking its 

distribution and spread. Timestamps can also be useful for identifying any potential connections 

between different malware samples, as samples that were created or modified around the same time 

may be related. 

 

7.9 Packer identification 
 

A packer is a software utility that is used to compress and obfuscate executable files in order to make 

them more difficult to reverse engineer or analyze. Packers are often used by malware authors to make 

their creations more difficult to detect and analyze, as well as to make them more efficient and smaller 

in size. 

In malware analysis, identifying whether a malware sample has been packed is an important step, as it 

can provide valuable information about the sample and its capabilities. Here are some common 

techniques that can be used to identify packers: 

1. Check the file size: One common way to identify a packed file is to compare the file size to the 

size of similar, unpacked files. If the file size is significantly smaller than similar files, it may be an 

indication that the file has been packed. 

2. Check the file properties: On Windows, you can right-click on a file and select "Properties" to 

view the file's properties. If the file has been packed, the properties may indicate that the file is 

a "compressed" or "packed" file. 

3. Use specialized tools: There are also specialized tools that are designed specifically to identify 

packed files. These tools can analyze the file and determine whether it has been packed, as well 

as identify the type of packer that was used. Some popular tools for this purpose include PEiD 

and Exeinfo PE. 

4. Analyze the file structure: Another approach to identifying a packed file is to analyze the file's 

structure and look for telltale signs of packing. For example, packed files often have a "stub" or 

"loader" at the beginning of the file, which is responsible for decompressing and running the 

packed code. 

Identifying whether a malware sample has been packed can be useful for understanding the sample's 

behavior and capabilities, and for determining the best approach to analyzing it. 
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8 Dynamic Analysis 

Dynamic analysis involves executing a piece of code, such as a malware sample, and observing its 

behavior while it is running. This can be useful for understanding how the malware functions and what it 

is attempting to do. Here are some basic steps for performing dynamic analysis on a malware sample: 

1. Isolate the sample: It is important to ensure that the malware sample is not able to access or 

harm any sensitive systems or data. This can be done by setting up a virtual machine (VM) or 

using a sandbox environment. 

2. Collect initial data: Before executing the sample, gather as much information as possible about 

it. This may include the file name, size, and any other metadata available. 

3. Execute the sample: Run the malware sample in the isolated environment and observe its 

behavior. This may include monitoring system resources, network activity, and any other 

changes that occur. 

4. Monitor and record behavior: As the sample is executing, make note of any notable behavior or 

actions that it takes. This could include creating new files or processes, modifying system 

settings, or communicating with external servers. 

5. Analyze behavior: After the sample has finished executing, review the observed behavior and 

attempt to understand what the malware was trying to do. This may involve reverse engineering 

the sample to understand its code, or analyzing the actions it took to identify its purpose. 

6. Document findings: Document the findings of the dynamic analysis, including the behavior 

observed, any conclusions drawn, and any recommendations for further action. This 

documentation can be used to inform decisions about how to handle the malware and protect 

against future infections. 

 

8.1 Network Monitoring 
 

Monitoring network activity can be an important part of analyzing malware, as many malicious 

programs communicate with external servers or attempt to exfiltrate data over the network. Here are 

some ways that network activity can be monitored during malware analysis: 

1. Packet capture: One way to monitor network activity is to capture and analyze packets of data 

that are transmitted over the network. This can be done using tools such as Wireshark, which 

allows you to capture and inspect packets in real-time. 

2. Network traffic analysis: Analyzing network traffic can help identify patterns of behavior or 

unusual activity that may be indicative of malware. This can include looking for unusual 

protocols or ports being used, or identifying large amounts of data being transferred to or from 

specific IP addresses. 

3. Network intrusion detection: Network intrusion detection systems (NIDS) can be used to 

monitor network traffic and alert analysts to potential threats. These systems use rules or 

signatures to identify malicious activity, such as attempts to exploit vulnerabilities or access 

restricted resources. 
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4. Honeypots: A honeypot is a decoy system that is designed to attract and trap attackers. By 

setting up a honeypot on a network, analysts can observe the behavior of attackers and gather 

intelligence about their tactics and techniques. 

Monitoring network activity can provide valuable insights into the behavior and intent of malware, and 

can help analysts identify and respond to potential threats. 

 

 

8.2 File System Monitoring 
 

Monitoring the file system can be an important part of analyzing malware, as many malicious programs 

create, modify, or delete files in order to achieve their goals. Here are some ways that file system 

activity can be monitored during malware analysis: 

1. File creation and modification: Malware may create or modify files in order to establish 

persistence on a system, or to store data that it has exfiltrated. Monitoring the file system for 

unusual activity, such as the creation or modification of files in unexpected locations, can help 

analysts identify potential malware activity. 

2. File deletion: Some malware may attempt to delete files in order to cover its tracks or disrupt 

the operation of a system. Monitoring the file system for unexpected file deletions can help 

analysts identify and respond to potential malware activity. 

3. File access: Analyzing the file system for unusual file access patterns, such as a large number of 

read or write operations to specific files, can help analysts identify potentially malicious activity. 

4. File system changes: Malware may attempt to make changes to the file system, such as 

modifying file permissions or creating new directories. Monitoring the file system for these 

types of changes can help analysts identify and respond to potential malware activity. 

By monitoring the file system, analysts can gain a better understanding of the behavior and actions of 

malware, and can identify potential threats or indicators of compromise. 

 

8.3 Windows Registry Monitoring 
 

The Windows registry is a database that stores configuration settings and information about the 

operating system and installed programs. Monitoring the registry can be an important part of analyzing 

malware, as many malicious programs make changes to the registry in order to establish persistence or 

modify system settings. 

Here are some ways that the registry can be monitored during malware analysis: 

1. Registry key creation and modification: Malware may create or modify registry keys in order to 

establish persistence on a system, or to modify system settings. Monitoring the registry for 
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unusual activity, such as the creation or modification of keys in unexpected locations, can help 

analysts identify potential malware activity. 

2. Registry key deletion: Some malware may attempt to delete registry keys in order to cover its 

tracks or disrupt the operation of a system. Monitoring the registry for unexpected key deletions 

can help analysts identify and respond to potential malware activity. 

3. Startup programs: Many programs configure themselves to start automatically when the 

operating system boots. Malware may also use this mechanism to establish persistence on a 

system. Analyzing the registry for unusual or unexpected programs that are set to start 

automatically can help analysts identify potential malware. 

4. System settings: The registry contains many system settings that can be modified by malware to 

achieve its goals. Monitoring the registry for unusual or unexpected changes to system settings 

can help analysts identify potential malware activity. 

By monitoring the registry, analysts can gain a better understanding of the behavior and actions of 

malware, and can identify potential threats or indicators of compromise. 

 

8.4 Process Activity Monitoring 
 

Process activity monitoring is a technique used in malware analysis to track and observe the behavior of 

a piece of software or a system as it executes. It involves monitoring and recording the various activities 

that a process performs, such as opening files, accessing the network, or creating new processes. 

There are several tools available for process activity monitoring, including: 

1. Sysinternals Process Monitor: This is a free tool developed by Microsoft that allows you to 

monitor and record the activities of processes on a Windows system. 

2. Wireshark: This is a popular network protocol analyzer that can be used to monitor and record 

the traffic generated by a process as it communicates over the network. 

3. strace: This is a Unix-based utility that allows you to trace the system calls and signals of a 

process as it executes. 

4. ltrace: This is a similar tool to strace, but it traces the library calls made by a process instead of 

system calls. 

By monitoring the activities of a process, you can gain insight into how it functions and potentially 

uncover malicious behavior. This information can be used to identify and mitigate the threat posed by 

malware. 

9 Yara 
9.1 What is Yara? 
 

Yara is a tool for identifying and classifying files based on their characteristics. It allows users to create 

custom rules, known as "Yara rules," that can be used to detect and classify files, including malware. 
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Yara rules are written in a specific syntax and consist of a rule name, a set of conditions, and an optional 

metadata section. The conditions specify the characteristics of the files that the rule should match, such 

as strings, hexadecimal patterns, or metadata. The metadata section can be used to provide additional 

information about the rule or the files it matches. 

Yara can be used to scan a wide range of files, including executables, documents, and network traffic, 

and can be used on multiple platforms, including Windows, Linux, and Mac OS. It is often used by 

security professionals and researchers to identify and classify malware, as well as to identify related or 

variant malware. 

Here are the steps for writing a Yara rule for malware: 

1. Determine the characteristics of the malware that you want to detect. This could include strings, 

hexadecimal patterns, metadata, or other features of the malware. 

2. Choose a suitable syntax for expressing your rules. Yara supports several different syntaxes, 

including a simple rule syntax, a C-like syntax, and a Python-like syntax. 

3. Write the rule using the syntax you have chosen. A Yara rule consists of a rule name, a set of 

conditions, and an optional metadata section. The rule name should be descriptive and unique, 

and the conditions should specify the characteristics of the malware that you want to detect. 

4. Test the rule using a sample of the malware and any related files that you want to include in the 

rule. This will help you ensure that the rule is effective and accurate. 

5. Refine the rule as needed based on the results of your testing. This may involve adding or 

removing conditions, or adjusting the syntax of the rule. 

It's important to note that writing effective Yara rules requires a thorough understanding of the 

malware and its characteristics, as well as a good understanding of the Yara syntax and capabilities. It 

may also be helpful to consult existing Yara rules or seek guidance from experienced analysts. 

 

Here is an example of a simple Yara rule that can be used to detect files that contain the string 

"malware": 

rule detect_malware { strings: $a = "malware" condition: $a } 

This rule consists of a rule name ("detect_malware"), a set of conditions, and no metadata. The 

condition is a single strings condition that specifies that the rule should match any file that contains the 

string "malware". 

Here is an example of a more complex Yara rule that can be used to detect files that contain the string 

"malware" and have a certain file size: 

rule detect_malware { strings: $a = "malware" condition: $a and (filesize > 100KB and filesize < 200KB) } 

This rule is similar to the first example, but it also includes a condition that specifies that the file size 

must be between 100KB and 200KB in order for the rule to match. 

Here is an example of a more detailed and properly formatted Yara rule: 
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rule detect_malware { meta: author = "John Doe" description = "This rule detects a specific variant of 

malware" last_modified = "2022-01-01" strings: $a = "malware" $b = "evade detection" $c = "command 

and control" condition: $a and $b and $c } 

This rule includes a meta section that provides information about the rule, including the author, a 

description, and the date that the rule was last modified. It also includes a strings section that specifies 

three strings that the rule should match, and a condition that requires all three of these strings to be 

present in order for the rule to match. 

It's important to note that this is just one example, and Yara rules can be much more complex and 

include a wide variety of conditions and metadata. Additionally, it is important to follow best practices 

for writing Yara rules, such as using descriptive and unique rule names and including thorough and 

accurate metadata 

10 Malware Analysis Report 

A malware analysis report is a document that provides a detailed analysis of a piece of malware, 

including its behavior, characteristics, and potential impacts. It is used by security analysts, incident 

responders, and other IT professionals to understand the capabilities and intentions of the malware, and 

to develop strategies for defending against it. 

To write a malware analysis report, follow these steps: 

1. Obtain a sample of the malware: In order to analyze the malware, you will need to obtain a 

sample of it. This may involve downloading it from a known source, capturing it in a sandbox 

environment, or acquiring it from a compromised system. 

2. Analyze the malware's behavior: Use tools and techniques such as dynamic analysis, static 

analysis, and behavioral analysis to study the malware's behavior and capabilities. Pay particular 

attention to any malicious actions it takes, any indicators of compromise it leaves behind, and 

any vulnerabilities it exploits. 

3. Document your findings: As you analyze the malware, make sure to document your findings in a 

clear and organized manner. This will help you to keep track of your observations and make it 

easier to write the report later. 

4. Write the executive summary: The executive summary should provide a brief overview of the 

key points and findings of the report. It should be written in a clear and concise manner and 

should be easy to understand for a wide audience. 

5. Write the overview of the malware: In this section, provide a description of the malware, 

including its type, origin, and any known information about its creators or distribution channels. 

6. Write the analysis of the malware's behavior: In this section, provide a detailed analysis of the 

malware's behavior and capabilities, including its functionality, any malicious actions it takes, 

and any indicators of compromise it leaves behind. 

7. Write the impact assessment: In this section, evaluate the potential impacts of the malware on 

an infected system or network, including any data loss or damage that may occur. 
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8. Write the recommendations: In this section, provide suggestions for mitigating the impacts of 

the malware, including remediation steps and best practices for defending against similar 

threats in the future. 

9. Include appendices: If you have any additional supporting material, such as screenshots, logs, 

and code samples, include them in the appendices to provide further evidence or context for 

the analysis. 

Overall, it is important to be thorough and accurate in your analysis, and to write the report in a clear 

and concise manner to be easily understood by a wide audience. 

 

10.1 Malware Analysis Report Example 
 

Here is a sample malware analysis report: 

Executive Summary: 

This report provides a detailed analysis of a piece of malware that has been identified as a variant of the 

"Zeus" banking Trojan. The malware was designed to steal login credentials and other sensitive 

information from infected systems, and has been distributed through various means, including phishing 

attacks and drive-by downloads. 

Overview of the Malware: 

The malware is a variant of the Zeus banking Trojan, which is a well-known and highly sophisticated 

piece of malware that has been used to steal sensitive information from individuals and organizations 

for several years. The specific variant analyzed in this report was identified through a phishing attack 

that targeted employees at a large financial institution. 

Analysis of the Malware's Behavior: 

Upon execution, the malware establishes a connection to a command and control server, from which it 

receives instructions and exfiltrates stolen data. It then begins to monitor the infected system's web 

traffic, looking for specific patterns that indicate the user is visiting a financial institution's website. 

When such a website is detected, the malware injects additional HTML code into the page, which can be 

used to steal login credentials and other sensitive information entered by the user. 

The malware also has the ability to update itself and download additional modules from the command 

and control server, allowing it to evolve and adapt to new threats. It uses a variety of techniques to 

evade detection and remain hidden on the infected system, including hiding itself within legitimate 

system processes and modifying the system's firewall rules. 

Impact Assessment: 

The primary impact of the malware is the theft of login credentials and other sensitive information from 

infected systems. This can result in financial loss for individuals and organizations, as well as damage to 
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their reputation and trust. The malware's ability to update itself and download additional modules also 

increases the risk of further damage or compromise to the infected system. 

Recommendations: 

To mitigate the impacts of this malware, the following recommendations are made: 

1. Implement strong security measures, including multi-factor authentication and regular updates 

to security software, to protect against phishing attacks and other forms of malware. 

2. Regularly monitor systems for suspicious activity, including unexpected network traffic or 

changes to system processes. 

3. Follow best practices for safe browsing, including avoiding suspicious websites and not clicking 

on links or downloading attachments from unknown sources. 

4. Consider implementing a network segmentation strategy to limit the spread of malware within a 

network. 

Appendices: 

1. Screenshots of the malware's command and control server communication 

2. Sample code of the HTML injection technique used by the malware 

3. Network logs showing the malware's communication with the command and control server 

This report provides a detailed analysis of a variant of the Zeus banking Trojan and its behavior and 

impacts. By following the recommendations provided, organizations can better protect themselves 

against this and similar threats. 

11 Conclusion 

In conclusion, the "Malware Analysis 101" book created by ChatGPT provides a comprehensive overview 

of the techniques and tools used in the field of malware analysis. It covers a wide range of topics, 

including static and dynamic analysis, and provides clear explanations and practical examples to help 

readers understand and apply these concepts. 

The book is an invaluable resource for anyone interested in understanding how malware works and how 

to identify and mitigate its effects. Whether you are a security professional, a researcher, or just 

someone who is curious about malware, this book is sure to provide valuable insights and practical skills 

that you can use to protect yourself and your systems from the ever-present threat of malware. 
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